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Welcome to Sidney

Hello and welcome to the graduate community at Sidney Sussex

Col |l ege. Wedre really | ooking forwar
October. Sidney prides itself on being one of the most friendly

and welcoming colleges in Cambridge, and grad life here is

sociable, inclusive, intellectually stimulating and fun to be part of.

Wedre sur e -idhwalltbe 2 9edr2o remember, whether

youdre here for one year Alongside f tobig t he
guide, check out the College website as well as the Graduate

Handbook.

The MCR

All graduate students at Sidney are automatically members of the

MCR, short for Middle Combination RooO
to both the physical complex of rooms set ou t for grads, and the

graduate community itself, alongside the JCR (Junior Combination

Room, undergrads), and SCR (Senior Combination Room, Fellows).

For most grads, their department is the focus of their academic

life. The College and MCR are therefore her e to provide a sociable
environment and a 0ih Gambridge. We have a very diverse

range of subjects, backgrounds and nationalities, which provides

a lively and interesting community to belong to. Most live in
college accommodation for at least a year, eat in the College

Dining Hall, use the College sports facilities including the Gym



and Squash Court, join the wide range of societies and teams, and

attend social events organised on a regular basis by the MCR.

The Sidney MCR, completed in 2011, is a large room with a giant

TV, DVD library, PS3, Wii, Games, and Magazines. There is a
kitchen which is regularly stocked with free tea and coffee, and a
separate room which can be booked for meetings, sem inars,

teaching, or simply for a quiet space to work.



The MCR Committee 2012 -13

The MCR Committee are a team of volunteers. Elections take
place at the end of each Lent term for President and Treasurer,
who then co - opt the rest of the committee. They are responsible
for the MCR events, facilities, services and projects, and represent

the graduate community in both College and the wider University
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From the President

Dear Freshers,

Welcome to Sidney Sussex MCR! The MCR ("Middle Combination
Room") is the College's graduate community (as well as our
graduate common room), comprised of two - hundred or so
Master's and PhD students. I'm writing to you as the President of
the MCR Committee to firstly introduce myself; and secondly,

welcome you into our community.

The MCR Committee has prepared this guide to answer a lot of
the additional questions which the College's guides do not
necessarily provide, and g ive you a better idea what life at Sidney

and Cambridge is actually like.

We aim to make life at Sidney as fun and engaging as possible, by
hosting events throughout the year. The main fixture of a
graduate student's calendar at Sidney is the fortnightly Formal
Halls; a 'formal' dinner in College which typically requires gowns,

but is also often themed (e.g. Halloween). We encourage
interaction with other colleges: in the last year, we managed to
swap to fifteen other colleges' Formal Halls. There are plen ty of
other events to keep you busy: film nights (most Sundays),
brunches (fortnightly), seminars and of course the infamous MCR

Garden Party at the end of Easter term.

Before you start at Sidney, | strongly recommend that you have a
look at the MCR's website (ht tp://sidneymcr.soc.srcf.net/) and the

‘official' MCR Facebook page



(http://lwww.facebook.com/SidneySussexMCR). We also have a
group for informal communication between Sidney graduate
students:

http://www.facebook.com/groups/142424815783055/. This is a

great place to get quick answers to any of those last - minute

guestions you may have!

When you do arrive, whether it is at the beginning of Michaelmas
term (October); or another time during the year, | encourage you
to attend any of the Freshers events we host. Please don't hesitate
to contact me or the rest of the committee should you have any

guestions. We certainly look forward to meeting you!

Wwill




MCR Events

Sidney MCR organises regular social events  throughout the year.

Thi s begins wi t h figeleé sah erogsathme VoE e k
information and entertainment put on by the MCR and the College

to help you settle in as quickly as possible. The schedule will be

available on the MCR website as soon as possible, but will include

a range of events designed to welco me you to Cambridge and to

meet as many people as possible. Sidney is a very social place,

and wedd encourage =everyone to come

possible o dive in and get involved!

= A |
& 4 \' &
> ] g o]
-
7 »5 :

Every fortnight we hold Graduate Guest Nights in College. These
are for mal dinners for the MCR members and their guests, which

are really well - attended and are always hugely enjoyable. Often

these are themed, such as St Patrick©
Night, and with post -dinner entertainment such as a ceilidh

(traditiona | Scots/Irish music and dancing), a casino, or Christmas

Carols around the piano.  The College itself holds formal dinners

alongside these, three nights a week, which you can sign up for

anytime you want alongside members of the JCR and SCR.



Wealsoorgani se a series of O0for ma
of Sidney students are invited to dine at another College with
their MCR, and we invite a group back in return to ours. These are
always hugely popular, and tickets are snapped up fast, because
they offer you a unique opportunity to see what other Colleges
have to offer. Other regular events include the weekly Movie
Nights on a Sunday, whisky nights, regular MCR brunches and tea
parties, as wel | as the annual

wit h our Gesident DJs @

I swap

Chri st



The academic year ends wi t h 0 May

confusingly actually takes place in June. This is the week after the

end of the undergrad, and most of the postgrad, exams, and a

party atmosphere descends on the whole city. The famous
Cambridge balls are held, alongside huge garden parties, picnics

and punt races on the Cam. Sidney May Ball is held every two
years and last all night. The MCR holds its Garden Party on the
final weekend in the stunning College grounds. This has be en a
great success in recent years, with live music, bouncy castles,

BBQs, ice cream, cocktails and croquet providing a fitting end to

Easter term.




Accommodation

Almost everybody in their first year as a graduate at Sidney will

live in college accommodati on. Graduates either live on the main

college site or in one of several houses (
various places around Cambridge. Cambridge is a compact city,

and nothing is very far even if it looks like it on the map: all of the

houses are with in a 20 minute walk, or 10 minute cycle from

Sidney. All of the Sidney grad accommodation is ideal for quickly

getting to know people in Sidney, alongside the college - wide

MCR events.

The rooms do vary in size, but the rent charged is adjusted to
take that into account. All rooms are located close to kitchen,
bathroom and laundry facilities . College provides you with a
duvet, pillow and mattress - cover 9 (single beds) . You will need to
provide your own bed linen and towels, but these can be easily

bought che aply in Cambridge.

The various Sidney accommodation buildings are looked after b y

the Housekeeping team, and each has its own Housekeeping
Assistant, or 6Bedder 6 who will keep
clean, and will clean and hoover your room regularly, empty your

bins, keep the houses stocked up with toilet roll, kitchen towels,

kitchen sponges etc, have a cup of tea and a chat with/be a

shoulder to cry on.

More info can be found in the Accommodation Guide at:

http://www.sid.cam.a  c.uk/current/postgrads/joining



Where will | be living??

Cambridge

Petersfield

4 7
/
//D
o

4

15, Clarkson Road 0 large house, with a big kitchen, living room and
huge garden which is great for BBQs! Very close to the Maths
department, convenient for the University Library and all of the

departments on the Sidgwick Site and appox. 15 mins walk from

College.




35, Eliz abeth Way 0 large house, with a big kitchen and containing the
few ensuite rooms available. Close to the river and to the large
Newmarket Rd Tescos. Approx. 20 mins walk to College, across

Midsummer Common.

Herne Lodge - large house with two kitchens, a sun room, giant
garden (with the MCR allotment). Approx. 20 mins walk to College,
convenient for the train station, the Judge Business School, the

Engineering Department, the Downing site and the New Museums Site.

8, St Paul 6 s 0 Rediuth sized house with a good - size kitchen.
Approx. 15 mins walk from College, good for the train station, Mill

Road area, New Museums site, the Downing site and Addenbrookes.

4,6 and 25 Park Parade 0 Medium - sized houses with large kit chens
and nice gardens. Best thing is that they face onto the beautiful Jesus
Green Park. Five minutes walk from College, and convenient for almost

everywhere.
College site:

Harrington House - R o o ms organi sed I n s mal

bedrooms which sha re a kitchen and bathroom.

Hobson Court o 5 rooms with shared kitchen and bathroom facilities,

in the middle of college & very good for the library!

Sussex House & New rooms being constructed for 2012 on the College

site t hey ol | be nice!

30, Sidney Stree t d Rooms built for 2011 in the new MCR complex with

a big kitchen, and very convenient for the MCR!

Humberstone Road and Pearl Close 8 Couples accommodation approx.

20- 25 mins walk from college across Midsummer Common.



Food and Drink

The food served at Sidney is consistently rated as some of the
best to be had in the University (the Chefs have won numerous
awards, and win the inter - college competition on a regular basis) :
and is also great value. As well as the regular formal dinners, a

self- service cafeteria is a vailable during term -time, and less
regularly during the vacations: Breakfast (8 -9am Mon 0 Fri),
Lunch (12.30 - 1.30 Mon 0 Fri), Dinner (6.00 0 6.45 Mon - Sun), and
Brunch from 11.30 & 1.30 on Saturdays. Items are priced
individually, and you pay using your College card which is then
charged to your College Bill that you pay every term. You can get

a two course meal for approx. £3.50.



One of the aspects of the Cambridge system which can often

seem confusing iIs the OWhchish&aonFi xed
each ter mos col |l ege bil | . Basically,
subsidises the prices of food and provides the catering

department with the fixed income that is essential to operate. The

amount you pay varies based on the distance you liv e from

College.

All the graduate accommodation is located very close to good

kitchen facilities so you can cook your own meals whenever you

want. You will need to provide your own pots / pans / crockery /

cutlery etc, although as everything can be bought cheaply in
Cambri dge, it Iis often worth waiting

have left behind & you could well get lucky!



Sidney Bar

Sidney Bar is one of the cheapest in Cambridge, and is student -

run. Whet her youdr e up afganme ofdartgari et dr
pool, or the slightly livelier first stop after a formal in Hall, It & s
friendly and (if not beautiful), functional place for some cheap

drinks with friends.



